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Abstract

This artist talk focuses on a short video which I produced Fig.02
and directed in the past year. In the video, I re-edited a
CNN debate which took place in 2016 between the democ-
ratic presidential candidates. The candidates’ speeches are
cut apart into words and paired with alternative, self-shot
footage. The words, carved out of the tightly crafted
speeches, are used to describe natural phenomena, plants
and animals. Taken out of their original context, the candi-
dates’ voices sound robotic and machine-like. The debate
turns into a Rorschach test, onto which viewers can project
their own thoughts and associations.

How does the Rorschach test work? The first part of the
talk will answer this question, while discussing Deep-
Dream, a machine learning technology developed to rec-
ognize and classify visual patterns. I will discuss how an
unintentional glitch in the software changed the way it per-
ceives patterns, and how this influenced ideas in my video,
for example, political perception as a glitch.
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